Rain as Weapon |
Thought Possible
By U. S. Scientists |:
West-East Pattern !

Gives Us the Edge
Over Soviet Russia |

By FRANK CAREY ,
AP Science Reporter
WASHINGTON (?~ It may some
day be possible to cause torr nts
of rain over Russia by seeding
clouds moving toward the Soviel
Union.
Or {t may be possible if an op-|
ite effect is desired—to cause
destructive droughts which would
dry up food crops by “overseed-
ing’' those same clouds.

And fortunately for the United
Srates, Russia could do little to
S talinta  because most weuather

moves from west lo east

The possibility such a spectac:
ular device as this might b. used
in some future total war ''should
not be discounted.” according to
the man who heads a group sel
up by Congress to advise it un the
chances for success of plans to
control the weather

Capt, Howard Orville, U. 8§, N.
ret. who charted the weither for
Doolittle’s raid on Tokyo and
helped prepare the forecasts for
the North African and Normand)
invasions, is chairman of an 1l
member advisory eummilte:al
charged by Congress with seeing
that current efforts at rain making
and rain suppression don't get out
of hand

It is Orville's personal view that
if the United States would devote
the same effort and monrc;, o
woather experiments that it does
v atomic development it could, In
about 40 years, '‘increase precipi-




investsgumrs this way"

. the

that weather modification projee’
gannot produce important resul

it will so report -and thus det

armers and ranchers from spend:
ng their money _umvlsely .

tarijon over Any arca almos. at
will, using favorable situations.”

However, he emphasizes tha:
the adwvisory commiitee toes not
take it for granted weather control
will or will not work

In the law setting up the ad-
visory group, Congress sald apph-
cat.on of scientific advances o the
E:;oblem of weather '‘appears to

practical.”

Primarily., Congres wants the
committee to determine whether
experiments, public and private,
strengthen possibilities of large
weather control.

But the committee has a corol-
lary job: to determine whether
federa) legislation 1s necessar to
be sure that attempts at weather
modificanon don’t resalt in dis-
aster, such as “ecatastrophi¢
droughts. storms floods and othel
phenomena . . . - "

And finally, Congress wants the
committee to recommend to wha’
extent the government should ex-
periment with or engage i weath-
er control activities

The weather bureau has been
conducting extensive cloud-seeding
tests in the Seatte area. Meter-

— 1% 5

ologist Ferguson Hay ‘e fian™iy "
charge, says results still are being
evaluated He adds. however, that
as of now he does not think weath-
er control on an kind of worth-
while scale will worked out.

This opinion Is echotd by on¢
of the top scientists in the bureau
Dr. Harry Wexlker, wh  mainiains
that if rainfall increases claimed
by commerc:al rain making firms
were real ‘‘they would stund oul
ke a sore thumb and such has
not been revealed, nt least in the
cases we have studied.”

Orville sums up the work of his

advisory committee finds
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T B the committee nnas our o _ . .
esults claimed b) . Rosbury '

:gguggglgngnl:ilesrclentiflcally com- Pl%iﬂt'i Atter Dinnd? . « . 2= « - PRO 19

petent operators -claims of rau:-l

fall increases of from 7 to 50 per

cent and more  then, the d-r.lar

benefits to agriculture, industry

’ o 11 be so great . _7.
And Lo realculable, Get this E-Z-Way

; ¢+ will
“In other words, this stud) wi
prod irect and immediate he
Ehtsu;g (:i*naner what the advis-iy ‘leru a e

comnmuttee finds out™
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¢ Associated Press - July 1954. Rain As A Weapon?
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