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ing efforts are generally success-
{ul, there won't be any miracles.
Weather modifiers don't make
rain — “we aren't magicians,”
Krick has emphasized. Only nature
can put moisture in a cloud. The
weather modifiers try to help her
let loose of it.

To do the job, dry ice, silver
fodine and other material are scat-
tered from airplanes or sent up
from ground generators.

The theory is that in nature,
molsture is attracted to frozen
drops of water, dust, bits of soil
and rock. The thing to do is to
furnish extragamounts of them.

Doubts Expressed

Commercial rainmakers are con-
fident moisture may be increased
from 59 to 500 per cent and that
hail and heavy rains can be
tamed. But some scientists and

Weather modification has swirled
up some touchy disagreements. In
the Rogue River Valley of southe
ern Oregon, pear growers hire a
weather control firm for hail pre=
vention and report that there have
been no serious storms since 1948.
However, other farmers in the
same area fear cloud seeding may
reduce rainfall. H. L. Claycomb,
Ashland grain farmer, called seed-
ing “cloud-naping” and contended:

Oh Well, Let’'s Wait

“Let the Lord take care of the
weather and let the pear growers
take out hail insurance.”

“‘Maybe,” Wilson conceded, “the
whole idea is a mistake, and won't
work consistently anywhere but
in a deep freeze box. Maybe it is
okay but takes a lot of working
out, Well, the first automobiles

meteorologists feel that there is

insufficient evidence that weather|® Pretty good car today.”
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projects with &t .least|¢ory and local scales.

W. F. McDonald, assistant chief
of the U.S. Weather Bureau, has
said this of weather modification:-

“We admit the possibility that
rainfall may be locally influenced
in some degree by artificial means
The bureau feels that it is stil)
too early to try to define what
can or can not be done.”

Just an Experiment

Jim Wilson of Fort Collins,
Colo., secretary of the National
Weather Improvement Assn., takes
this attitude:

“This whole thing is so new that
it is still only an experiment.”
- But thousands of westerners
want to try it, Farmers, ranchers
and others have banded together
in loosely-knit organizations. One
man, several or a few could not
afford to absorb the cost.
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Wilson estimated that at least
30 assoclations have been formed
to back cloud seeding. His organ-
ization—independent of all com-
mercial contractors— includes 18
groups.

Fees Are Varied

Sometimes a flat fee iIs agreed
upon for association membership.
Sometimes charges are worked out
at so much per acre to be covered
by rainmaking or perhaps a sec-
tion of,land is the basic unit. The
charge varies with the type of
land—farm Iand more and range
land less.

¢ Associated Press - Aug 1951. West offers dry ground for tests on rain making.
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